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It Takes A Village

Housing & Economic Development Are Key

• New Jersey has a long history of communities that could be considered 
“transit-oriented development”

• Understand the current and future key drivers of housing and commerce, 
and adapt to local situations

• Must be willing to change to thrive

• Leadership matters



It Takes Transit

Service & Reliability Are Key

• People are travelling well beyond rush hour

• It has to be more convenient and enjoyable than driving

• It has to go where people want to go

• Investments must be done – need to be creative and bold



NJ Transit Gets It

https://transit-friendly-planning-
njtransit.hub.arcgis.com/pages/guide

https://www.njtod.org/planning-for-transit-friendly-land-
use-a-handbook-for-new-jersey-communities/
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https://transit-friendly-planning-njtransit.hub.arcgis.com/pages/guide
https://www.njtod.org/planning-for-transit-friendly-land-use-a-handbook-for-new-jersey-communities/


Do Others?

• Recent Affordable Housing Legislation
• State Budget
• Local Zoning



Planners Do!

https://njplanning.org/news/affordable-housing-legislation/

https://njplanning.org/news/affordable-housing-legislation/


We’re Missing Middle Housing in New 

Jersey:

How to Fix It

https://missingmiddlehousing.com/about

NJ Planning & Redevelopment Conference Virtual Session  
Wednesday, June 5th

https://missingmiddlehousing.com/about


Students Do!

https://bloustein.rutgers.edu/delaware-raritan-transit-corridor/

https://bloustein.rutgers.edu/delaware-raritan-transit-corridor/


Corridor Vision and Principles

The Delaware–Raritan Transit Corridor will foster a sustainable region of 
equitable and affordable communities while providing convenient access to 
destinations throughout the Garden State and beyond. “

Mobility & 
Access

Sustainability & 
Resilience

Equity & 
Prosperity

Process & 
Accountability

“

Region Ewing Hopewell Hillsborough Manville



Regional Goals

Currently, this region is a relative transit desert.
- Reactivating service will require regional 

approach to coordinate between two counties, 
two metropolitan planning associations, and 
seven municipalities

- “Transit-supportive corridor policies” may qualify 
for New Starts funding

Represents a “once-in-a-generation” opportunity 
to plan for this region, huge benefits even without 
rail reactivation!

Region Ewing Hopewell Hillsborough Manville

Regional planning spans multiple jurisdictions

Region



Idea: Capture The Value Of Transit Investment
-----------------------------------

But, How?

• In Centers where transit service exists, require minimum housing density 
within ¼ mile of station or bus stop

• In Centers where transit used to exist, minimum housing density 
requirement AND commitment to provide service

• Require transit service in any new Center designated in the State Plan

• Understand the fiscal realities of transit in America, and invest



Rationale

• Transit riders are stockholders in the corporation called “New Jersey”

• Stockholders deserve a reasonable return on their investment

• Stockholders deserve a vision and implementation plan to meet our needs

• Who owns stock in a private corporation that doesn’t have a workable plan?

• Stockholders should demand and get more – we deserve it



Thank You


